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Letters to the Editor 121 

PRIVATE DUTY VERSUS RECRUITING NURSES 
Dear Editor : Many and various opinions are expressed as to the shortage of 
nurses. Many organizations are instituting recruiting methods, some of which, no 
doubt, have been successful; but are the attractions great enough to supply the 
ever increasing demand for nurses? No; we must endeavor to strengthen our 
attractive powers if we hope to restore the present shortage to normalcy. 

The profession has with each passing decade made wonderful inventive and 
scientific advances. New branches of nursing are each year becoming prominently 
identified. Intensively technical training is required to fill some of the various 
nursing posts. Do we not think sometimes of the laxity in general allowed pri- 
vate duty or bed-side nursing? The opinion is almost universal that any kind 
of a nurse can do private duty. Why? Is not private duty one of the most 
conspicuous branches of nursing? Many nurses are doing private duty today 
because they do not care to pursue some other branch considered more intricate. 
Is not private duty nursing associated more closely with the public than any 
other form of nursing? With justice to all, should not private duty nursing be 
strengthened by the addition of the highest type of womanhood, of nurses whose 
ideals are imbedded to the soul depth of our illustrious predecessors? I am 
wholly convinced of the fact that a recruiting campaign in this form would be 
more effective than any existing method. Do we economize with defective founda- 
tion materials in the structure of architecture? No; the soundest, most perfect 
materials obtainable are used — if imperfect materials must be utilized, they are 
adjusted in places which are more accessible. Such are the fundamentals which 
underlie private duty nursing. Superintendents of training schools and others 
in executive places, will you not assist in forming an alliance to make stronger 
this weakening branch of our profession? All nurses possess not the highly 
illumined soul of Florence Nightingale, but many who are now aimless could be 
assisted by the more highly inspired. Wonderful response could not be antici- 
pated in a few months or years, but with diligent help many difficulties will be 
overcome each year, with success and happiness to the on-coming generation. 
Miss. Ada McP. Finlay. 

CARE OF GOLD FISH 

Dear Editor: Having had the Journal for years, I am always interested 
in its columns. In this month's issue, I find an article by Margaret C. Williams 
on interesting the patient and on the care of gold fish. I would like to offer my 
rule on the care of fish, as it seems much less trouble than Miss Williams seems 
to think. Some four years ago I purchased five gold fish, and a box of pebbles, 
put them in a glass bowl half full of water from the faucet, and began to give 
the fish food every day and to clean out the bowl every week. During the second 
week, one fish floated and seemed about gone. I looked up treatment, which was 
to get normal salt solution, about one quart, and put in the sick one, also the 
well, keeping them in about ten minutes. I got the bowl ready, put them back, 
and read more on the care of fish. Everything pointed to overfeeding. From 
that time on, I fed them once a week and cleaned the bowl once in from four to 
six weeks, giving the salt bath, and I still have the fish with the exception of 
one that died while I was on my vacation. 

Massachusetts K. M. M. 

FROM A SUCCESSFUL NEWS GATHERER 
Dear Editor: Your inquiry regarding the gathering of news items from 
our state was a distinct surprise to me, as I have felt that the state was not 
properly represented. I am located in one little corner and find many things 
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happen without my learning of them. However, I do make an effort to have the 
Chairman of the Publicity Committee in each District send the news items from 
her District. Then, whenever I am writing to superintendents or public health 
workers in the state, I ask them for news. At the District meetings I try to get 
the local news. If nurses of the other Districts come to call on us, I take that 
opportunity to ask for news. I believe that if one could have "reminders" sent 
to the Districts each month, the items would increase greatly, besides represent- 
ing the state in a much better manner. 

Iowa A. B. 

FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT DITA H. KINNEY 

Dear Editor: After the death of my aunt, Mrs. Kinney, I wrote to Miss 
Maxwell, as she had known her very well, and she sent me a sketch in which 
are some items that were not included in the death notice published previously. 
Mrs. Kinney died in Bangor, Maine, where she had lived for the past seven 
years. She had remarkable talent as a teacher, and also wrote several books, 
one of them being, Glimpses of Life in Manila. During the war she not only 
conducted Red Cross classes, but did some teaching in the Eastern Maine General 
Hospital. She had a beautiful contralto voice 'and gave much pleasure in her 
earlier years by her singing in parlor and concert and as a member of various 
church choirs. She was buried beside her husband in Trinity Cemetery, New 
York City. 

New York E. M. K. 

A CLASS REUNION 

Dear Editor: The Class of 1904, Methodist Episcopal Hospital, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., held a class reunion in Rome, N. Y., the last week in June. This celebrated 
the twentieth anniversary of the first meeting in Brooklyn. There were ten in 
the class, eight of whom were present at the reunion: Jessie Herbert, Cherry 
Valley, N. Y.; Mrs. Harry Taylor (Mary Owen), Montclair, N. J.; Mrs. Hastings 
Olton (Mary Stutt), Cranford, N. J.; Mrs. Charles Smith (Mildred McFarlane), 
Ottawa, Canada; Mrs. I. Waring (Julia Sandberg), Portland, Ore.; Nellie Hamill, 
Superintendent Hospital of the Good Shepherd, Syracuse; Edith Burns, Super- 
intendent Rome Hospital, Rome, N. Y.; Grace Scott, Superintendent of Nurses, 
Rome Hospital. The two unable to be present were Louise Heitman, Pittsburgh 
(detained by personal illness), and Mrs. Charles Wheeler (Gene Fancher), White 
Plains, N. Y., whose three children were ill. Greetings and messages of regret were 
received from them, also a telegram from Eugenia Frost, their former surgical 
supervisor. During the reunion the class went by automobile to see Mary 
Thomas, former night supervisor, who resides in Vernon, N. Y. A class dinner 
was held at Trout Brook Inn in the foothills of the Adirondacks, which was 
reached by automobile. The class flower (sweet pea) was in evidence as table 
decorations and on the place cards. Other dinners and picnics were held where 
old times were reviewed and many happy memories revived. A very intense class 
spirit has always characterized the class and this has been kept alive by a round 
robin class letter which is kept in perpetual motion and brings news of all the 
class at intervals. Interest in nursing matters was renewed in some of the 
married members, who found themselves "back numbers" and decided to send in 
subscriptions for The American Journal of Nursing. 

New York. G. S. 

NOTICE TO OVERSEAS NURSES 

Dear Editor: On September 7, there gathered at the home of Mrs. Kal 
Nisalentz, 311 West Eleventh Street, New York, a few old Army nurses who 



